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On December 1, 2005, the international conference „Wastewater treatment management and the WFD implementation in CEE Danubian Countries" was held at the Conference Centre SUZA in Bratislava, Slovakia. This conference was part of the 8th General Assembly meeting of the Association of Waste Water Treatment Experts of the Slovak Republic (ACE SR). Assoc. Prof. Jan Derco was the guarantor for the organization. The conference was organized in cooperation with the European Water Association, the International Water Association, the Global Water Partnership and the Department of Environmental Engineering, Faculty of Chemical and Food Technology, Slovak University of Technology. The representatives of EWA (Prof. Wanner) and of IWA (Prof. Somlyody) expressed a their appreciation that this event was a historical momentum of a joint contribution of these two water associations.

The conference was aimed to share experience in the field of wastewater treatment performance in the Danubian countries (old and new EU member states) to meet requirements of the EU Directive on municipal waste water treatment (91/271/EEC) and the Water Framework Directive (2000/60/ES). Dr. Zavadsky (Regional Danube Program, ICPDR/GEF) introduced approaches and initiatives launched in the river basin Danube and the Black Sea. Prof. Wanner informed on experience in the Czech Republic and Germany in the Elbe River Basin. Pitfalls and successes in the waste water management in the Central and Eastern Europe were the topic of Prof. Somlyody´s presentation. Prof. Zessner from Austria presented the need of the development of sustainable sludge management in the context of economical and ecological considerations.

The speakers from selected countries were invited to provide hands-on experience on different aspects of the implementation of the EU water directives: Dr. Jedlitscha from Germany, Prof. Krois from Austria, Dr. Nesmerak from the Czech Republic, Prof. Fleit from Hungary and Prof. Drtil from Slovakia. The presentations provided experience and trends in introduction of a combine approach of emission limits and ambient quality standards and a role of economic instruments. 

More than 120 participants came to Bratislava from all countries of the Danube region, as well from France, the Netherlands, Lithuania, Estonia, Croatia and Slovenia. At the end of the conference, the participants visited the WWTP Vienna that is one of the most advanced WWTP in the region. Recently, this WWTP with a pollution load over 5 mill. population equivalents has been upgraded to remove nutrients and significantly contributed to the reduction of nitrogen and phosphorus content in water of the Danube river basin. 

The conference clearly indicated the interest of water experts to share experience and information. It also showed the need to compare results achieved and priorities of individual countries at international forums.
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