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PRESS RELEASE 
2/2004  
A Growing Europe – A Clean Environ-
ment 
- 13th European Water, Wastewater and Waste 
Symposium from 25 to 28 April 2005 during IFAT 
Munich 

Hennef/Cologne/Kopenhagen, 2 August 2004. 
IFAT, the International Trade Fair for Water, Waste-
water, Refuse and Recycling, w ill open its doors on 
25 April 2005 for the fourteenth time at the New Mu-
nich Trade Fair Centre in Munich. The visitors of this 
most important international environmental trade fair 
w ill be able to enjoy a parallel international confer-
ence which will reach from membrane technology 
over waste disposal logistics and a China workshop.  
 
Four German and European professional associations 
have again joined together to provide visitors w ith the 
latest know ledge from the w ater, w astew ater and w aste 
sector: The German Association for Water, Wastew ater 
and Waste (ATV-DVWK) w ill organise the w ater and 
w astew ater part together w ith its European umbrella or-
ganisation, the European Water Association (EWA).  The 
w aste part w ill be dealt w ith by the Association of local 
w aste management and municipal cleaning service (VKS 
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im VKU) together w ith the International Solid Waste As-
sociation (ISWA).  
 
The w ater/w astew ater part w ill consist of the sessions 
“Membrane Technology”, “Monitoring Plant Perform-
ance”, “Public Private Partnership”, and “Sew er Rehabili-
tation”. In addition some special w orkshops w ill focus on 
particularly interesting regions like Central and Eastern 
European Countries, Asia (especially China) and the 
Middle East. 
 
The Symposium’s w aste part w ill cover the future of 
thermal w aste treatment in Europe, the implementation 
of the Electronic Waste Directive and European require-
ments to w aste disposal logistics.  
 
The complete programme w ill be available in the Internet 
as from September 2004 at w w w .IFAT.de, w w w .atv-
dvw k.de, and w w w .vks-koeln.de.  
 
Further information:  
ATV-DVWK, Barbara Kirstein  
Theodor-Heuss-Allee 17, 53773 Hennef, Germany 
Tel.: +49 (0)2242/872-181, Fax: 872-135,  
E-Mail: kirstein@atv.de 
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ATV-DVWK 
The German Association f or Water, Wastewater and Waste (ATV-
DVWK) is the German speaker f or all ov erall water issues and sup-
ports the dev elopment of  a secure and sustainable water manage-
ment. The some 15,000 members represent the experts and execu-
tiv es of  municipalities, univ ersities, engineering consultancies, public 
authorities, and companies. Their work f ocuses mainly  on preparing 
and updating the ATV-DVWK Standards and on prov iding input to the 
preparation of  technical standards on the national and international 
lev el (www.atv -dv wk.de).  
 
EWA 
The European Water Association (EWA) is one of  the major prof es-
sional associations in Europe in the water sector. With its 25 National 
Member Associations and a growing number of  Commercial Members 
the EWA consists of  most European countries. The EWA provides a 
f orum f or its members to discuss key  technical and policy issues af-
f ecting the growing European region. This is done through conf er-
ences, workshops, meetings and special working groups of experts all
organised on an international basis together with regular publications. 
Through its National Member Associations EWA represents about 
55,000 prof essional indiv iduals working in the broad f ield of  water 
management (www.EWAonline.de).  
 
VKS im VKU 
The local waste management companies are represented within the 
VKU (The Association of  Local Utilities) by  a sub-association called 
the Verband kommunale Abf allwirtschaf t und Stadtreinigung (VKS). 
Until 2003 the local waste disposal utilities were organised in two in-
dependent association, the VKS and the VKU. Af ter y ears of  close 
cooperation the two associations f inally  merged. The VKS now unites 
all the f orces of  the local waste management and municipal cleaning 
serv ices sector within the VKU. Howev er, it f orms an independent or-
ganisational pillar f or waste management issues. The sub-asso-
ciation, known as “VKS im VKU”, is Germany ’s main specialist asso-
ciation f or waste management, street cleaning and winter main-
tenance. The merger has brought around 420 new municipal 
undertakings into the VKU. There are another 165 or so sponsoring 
members, who are organised within a sponsor’s association.  
(www.v ks-koeln.de) 
 
ISWA 
ISWA - International Solid Waste Association is an international, in-
dependent and non-prof it making association working in the public in-
terest to promote and dev elop sustainable waste management world-
wide. ISWA is open to indiv iduals and organisation f orm the scientific 
community , public institutions, public and priv ate companies, consult-
ants and manuf acturers f rom all ov er the world working in the fieldof 
and interested in waste management. ISWA has around 1.100 mem-
bers f orm more than 70 countries around the world. 
(http://www.iswa.org)  


